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BROWNING BAR 
MK3 .308 STALKER 

“THE WIND LIFTED 
THE MIST LONG 
ENOUGH FOR MY 
BROTHER SAM AND 
ME TO SPOT TWO 
LARGE, RAPIDLY 
DEPARTING ANIMALS 
DISAPPEARING INTO 
THE SCRUB. THE 
CHASE WAS ON!”

Tim Watson shoots 
the latest model...

Tim looks northwards over 
prime sika country, but 
the snow-damaged scrub 
made hunting difficult.
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Finishing our 
schooling early (or 
maybe not) we had 
lucked into running into 
two of these wily bulls 
and were pursuing them 
through chest-high 
Mingimingi. I was toting 
Dad’s .270 BAR, a well-
used, 1960’s Belgian-
made model with plenty 
of battle scars.

Several ridges later 
one of bulls made the 
typically fatal mistake of 
pausing to look back. A 
single shot to the head 
with the BAR spelled 
his end. Suffering from 
a heavy dose of buck 
fever, we decided to 
pump the rest of the 
magazine’s contents into 
the twitching carcass 
just to make sure the 
big beast was really 
dead... at least we kept 
the family well stocked 
with beef for the next 

few months. Later that 
night Dad let me keep 
the BAR parked beside 
my bed as I fell asleep, 
dreaming of my next 
great hunting conquest. 
Heady stuff when you’re 
13 years old.

25 years later, 
Browning has released 
the new Mk3, the latest 
version of the BAR, and 
although similar to the 
Short & Longtrac versions 
introduced a few years 
ago, there are a couple of 
significant updates. 

A NEW SAFETY 
FEATURE

The most useful 
feature is a tang safety 
that fully de-cocks 
the hammer thereby 
rendering the rifle 
probably as safe as it 
can be with a round up 
the spout. The firing pin 
is spring-loaded away 

“The BAR 
Mk3’s recoil 

is light, 
with the 

gas system 
soaking up a 
lot of felt 
recoil. My 

nine-year old 
son could 
shoot the 

rifle without 
too much 

discomfort...”

from the primer (not 
floating as per Garand 
or AR15 designs) and 
requires a firm strike to 
activate it. The hammer, 
when de-cocked, is 
totally inert and could 
never strike the firing 
pin with enough force 
to budge the spring-
secured firing pin.

I would rate this 
system safer than a 
half-cock on a bolt 
action as the firing 
pin is not cocked back 
under tension, waiting 
to be released. Similar 
to the Blaser or Sauer 
rifles in design, it can 
be switched on or off 
noiselessly, which is 
great – some safeties are 
hopelessly loud which 
easily alerts your quarry.

The other cool feature 
is a set of open sights 
with luminous inserts 
and a long rear sight 
ramp that enables you 
to quickly line up on 
large running boars... 
these look typically Euro 
in the Battue style, but in 
actual use they are  
very functional.

To round off the 
package, there are some 
nice touches including 
“complementary” barrel 
fluting, QD bayonet-
style sling swivels 
and a nicely applied, 
hard wearing, matte 
black finish. I must 
say the new stock and 
rubberised grip panels 
are a big improvement 
in looks compared to 
the Short/Longtrac 

 The new high-viz sights 
are really bright and still 
glow well after nightfall. 
Tim found the adjustable 
fore-sight easy to acquire 
in low light – together the 
sights make a useful back-
up system.

 The BAR Mk3 easliy 
disassembles into its 
major components. The 
magazine holds four 
rounds of .308. The long 
lever below the cocking 
handle is the bolt release.

 The safety engages 
this bar on the trigger 
mechanism to cock and 
de-cock the hammer 
springs. The trigger breaks 
at around 3 1/2 pounds.

Earlier that year our family 
had bought 2500 acres of 
rugged coastal land south  

of Wellington. Abandoned five 
years before, the already marginal 
land was rapidly slipping back to 
its former untamed state. So had 
the animals that inhabited it.  
Four or five rogue cattle had 
avoided attempts at capture,  
and even dodged being shot  
from a helicopter.

version BAR, which 
always looked a bit 
unusual in my opinion.

The rifle comes 
presented in a classy 
plastic hard case with 
a handy trigger lock 
and two extra butt 
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 Sighting in the BAR 
with a selection of 
quality ammunition (the 
ECOSTRIKES are Norma’s 
new lead-free rounds). Note 
the new safety and the 
angular lines of the stock.

 A good group shot with 
Belmont’s 150gr soft-point 
load. This is high-grade 
Kiwi-made ammo...!

 A BRACE OF BARS: The Mk 3 Hunter (top) features an anodized black receiver, polished blued fluted 
steel barrel and a grade 2 walnut stock, the Mk 3 Stalker model (above) comes with an aircraft-grade 

aluminum alloy receiver, matte blued steel barrel and a composite stock. The Browning BAR Mk3 is 
available in several models, for more information visit: browning.eu/products/rifles/semi-auto

“Zeroing 
in the 

rifle I was 
pleasantly 
surprised 
to find it 
grouping 

well with 150 
grain Sierra 

reloads 
& Norma 

EcoStrike at 
around an 
1-inch at  

100 metres. ”

pads that allow you to 
alter the length of pull. 
The trigger is typical 
of a semi – auto, a bit 
mechanical compared 
to a bolt action, however 
it breaks cleanly and is 
reasonably light.

AT THE RANGE
Zeroing in the rifle I 

was pleasantly surprised 
to find it grouping 
well with 150 grain 
Sierra reloads & Norma 
ECOSTRIKE at around 

an 1-inch at 100 metres. 
The 170 grain Norma 
TIPSTRIKE went 1-¼ 
inch, and it really liked 
Belmont’s 150 grain SPs 
at ¾-inch. 

Interestingly the 
ECOSTRIKE is Norma’s 
all copper-answer to 
the EU’s push towards 
lead-free projectiles and 

ammunition. Similar in 
construction to a Barnes 
TSX, they look very sleek 
with a silver wash and a 
green polymer tip. 

The BAR Mk3’s recoil 
is light, with the gas 
system soaking up a lot 
of felt recoil. My nine-
year old son could shoot 
the rifle without too 

much discomfort and 
with the thin recoil pad 
swapped-in, it wasn’t 
unmanageable for him 
to reach and sight down 
the scope.

As a big fan of open 
sights for back-up use, 
I shot the rifle out to 
100 metres with them. 
They are easy to sight 

through but were a bit 
too large and/or bulky 
for me to use out past 
150 metres, however 
for most of us this is 
more than enough. 
Elevation and windage 
adjustment is built 
in and the luminous 
fittings provide no 
doubt whether you’ve 
lined them up right. It 
was no problem ringing 
a 200x200mm gong at 
100 metres offhand.

IN THE FIELD
Feeling like I needed 

some more familiarity 
with the rifle other than 
shooting off a bench, 
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 Nine-year old Hunter 
on the long climb up to 
Makino Hut.

 The rough and ready 
Makino bivvy with Hunter, 
Olly and Andrew.

 Makino Hut, Kaweka 
Ranges – a popular 
hunting area for the 
weekend hunter.

“Overall, the 
Browning 

was an 
enjoyable 

rifle for me 
to test. The 
accuracy 
surprised 
me a bit as 
the older 
BARs were 
not known 

for sub-moa 
ability.”

I hit up my bro who 
has a great jungle-lane 
type set up that’s a 
heck of a lot of fun. The 
Mk3 handled it well, 
remaining controllable 
between shots, even 
though its 4-shot 
capacity necessitated a 
few more mag changes 
than the AR that is 
usually on the course. 
The rifle settled well on 
target for off-hand snap 
shooting, without being 
overly unstable up front, 
due to the weight of the 
gas system under the 
fore-end.

For the Mk3 hunt test, 
I decided to venture 
into the Kawekas at the 
first available weekend. 
Tangoed by the weather 

the worst possible scrub 
you can imagine and 
being close to spring 
time we decided to 
leave her be.

However we covered 
a lot of ground – 20kms 
according to the 
TopoGPS phone app. 
This brings me to an 

important point on  
the Mk3. If you added 
up the time you carried 
the gun compared 
to the time you took 
shooting an animal, it’s 
obvious that comfort 
while carrying the 
rifle is as important as 
shooting it. 

At around 3.6kg 
scoped, the Mk3 isn’t 
heavy, however the 
problem with carrying 
it by your side is that 
the cocking handle sits 
right at the balance 
point, sticking into your 
palm. This forces you to 
hold the rifle forward 

of the handle, making 
it somewhat difficult to 
hold the rifle level – this 
can be quite tiring over 
a whole day of stalking. 
Browning take note – 
repositioning or providing 
the cocking handle with a 
fold-away function would 
remedy this.

Overall, the Browning 
was an enjoyable rifle for 
me to test. The accuracy 
surprised me a bit as 
the older BARs were 
not known for sub-moa 
ability. The quality of 
the rifle is evident, and 
the new changes bring 
the BAR design well and 
truly up to date.

Tim

forecast and family 
commitments a couple 
of times, I finally made 
it in September with my 
son Hunter. 

The trip turned into an 
armed tramp as pickings 
were slim. The scrub was 
still difficult to move 
through in places due to 
the heavy snow dump 
that crushed much of 
it down a couple of 
seasons ago. We only 
saw one hind down in 


